
Securing Georgia’s 
Elections 

A top priority this session has been to ensure Georgia 
has the technology necessary to guarantee safe 
and secure elections. My colleagues and I were 
responsible for determining a superior replacement 
for Georgia’s 17-year old voting machines. HB 316 
was passed to substitute Georgia’s statewide voting 
system. The new system combines electronic 
touchscreen machines with computer-printed 
paper ballots. This allows voters to check their 
selections after voting to ensure they are correct 
before the ballot is cast. This method is the most 
VHFXUH�DQG�HɟFLHQW�V\VWHP�IRU�*HRUJLDȇV�IXWXUH�
elections and will guarantee a fair voting 
system across our state.
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Major Pay Raise for 
Georgia’s Teachers 

The General Assembly passed a budget for the Fiscal Year 2020 
with a key component that includes a pay increase for teachers 
across our state. The pay increase will contain a $3,000 raise 
GLUHFWHG�IRU�WHDFKHUV�DQG�RWKHU�FHUWLȴHG�SHUVRQQHO��LQFOXGLQJ�
librarians and counselors, to begin July 1st. A two-percent 
raise will also be given to state employees, Board of Regents 
IDFXOW\�DQG�HPSOR\HHV��DQG�QRQ�FHUWLȴHG�VFKRRO�SHUVRQQHO��
The educators of Georgia’s children are so deserving of 
this measure. Other meaningful areas of this year’s budget 
include restoring funding for school nurses and a major 
investment in school safety.

I sponsored a bill passed this session 
to bring the oyster farming industry 
to Georgia. While oysters currently 
can only be harvested from the 
wild in our state, HB 501 allows 
for shellfish companies to acquire 
up to 10-year leases of intertidal 
water bottoms for oyster farming in 
Georgia. The bill also authorizes the 
Board of Natural Resources Coastal 
Resources Division to develop the 
industry and permit regulations to 
ensure the oysters are safe to eat 

Creating Oyster Farming 
in Georgia 

and sell. This legislation will allow 
Georgia and our coastal communities 
to capitalize on a new expansion of 
RXU�R\VWHU�DQG�VKHOOȴVK�LQGXVWU\�

Significant Legislation 
Passed this Session:

DHB 445 – This legislation strengthens the current 
Shore Protection Act by identifying where construction 
will be allowed on the landward side of a dune. I 
supported this bill.

DHB 424 – This legislation strengthens the legal 
description of “criminal gang activity” to include sex 
WUDɟFNLQJ��,�VXSSRUWHG�WKLV�ELOO��

DSB 106 – “Patients First Act” – This legislation provides 
more citizens with healthcare coverage and lower 
LQVXUDQFH�SUHPLXPV�E\�DOORZLQJ�ȵH[LEOH�RSWLRQV�ZLWK�
federal waivers for Medicaid and the Affordable Care 
Act. I supported this bill.

DHB 201 – This legislation gives authority to the 
Department of Natural Resources to create anchorage 
areas and to the Board of Natural Resources to provide 
regulations regarding anchoring in estuarine areas. I 
co-sponsored this bill. 

DHB 324 – “Georgia’s Hope Act” – This legislation gives 
licensing to private companies and universities to grow 
medical marijuana, and allows pharmacies to sell to 
registered patients. This does not allow for recreational 
use – which I oppose. I supported this bill.

DHB 481 – “Heartbeat Bill” – This legislation bans 
abortion in our state once a heartbeat has been detected 
in the womb. I supported this bill.

DHB 530 – This legislation authorizes schools to contact 
the DFACS to assess a child’s safety if they fail to attend 
school for 45 days. I supported this bill as it creates a 
protection for victims of child abuse.

DHB 233 – “Pharmacy Anti-steering and Transparency 
Act”– This legislation prohibits pharmacies and 
pharmacy benefit managers from poaching patient 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�SURȴW�DQG�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�
compromise patient care and choice. I supported and 
helped in the passage of this bill.

Comprehensive Tax Reform
HB 918 was passed during the 2018 Session and 
doubled the standard deduction for Georgia 
taxpayers in tax year 2018. This bill also decreased 
the state income tax rate from 6 percent to 5.75 
percent, effective January 2019. The state tax 
rate will decrease again to 5.5 percent beginning 
in January 2020. I am proud to have been a co-
sponsor of the legislation for this historic tax cut. 


